


Malta International Fireworks Festival –
Valletta Grand Harbour 

The Festival has become a landmark event in the Islands’ calendar
of events held between the 19th – 30th April, in various Towns and
Villages across Malta.

The festival has rightfully earned the title “International” as over
the years it has attracted foreign pyrotechnic companies from as far
afield as Australia, Canada and Venezuela and closer to home like,
Italy, Austria, Spain, Portugal and the United Kingdom.
Our Islands are renowned for the love of fireworks, which form a
core part of almost any celebration or event organised, be it secular
or religious.
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History

Fireworks in Malta have a long tradition which is centuries old. Indeed the craft of pyrotechnics in Malta goes
back to the time of the Order of the Knights of St John. The Order which was conventual, aristocratic and
military used to celebrate the most important feasts by special pyrotechnic displays. Such firework displays were
an expression of rejoicing on special occasions, such as the election of a Grand Master or a Pope, as well as on
the birth of a prince.

Pyrotechnics must have been inspired by cannon shots and musket fire. The feu de joie which was a salute by
the musketeers produced a celebratory welcome to any dignitary. From this developed the musketterija which
today is a series of hundreds of explosions of crackers firing in rapid succession. These are attached to a string
placed on the roof top of a church or other large building.



History

The solfarelli d'aria were a series of colourful weak shots fired
in quick succession into the sky, The Jigjifogooh (Italian: gioco
di fuoco) is better known as St Catherines wheels
(irdieden). This is a mechanized and rotating set of wheels
attached to a pole on the ground which provide a rotating
movement for the burning gas tubes. This centuries-old
tradition is still very much alive in the crowded calendar of
village festas that take place all over Malta and Gozo. Were
you to fly to Malta any time between June and mid-
September you will be surprised to find that firework displays
is taking place practically every weekend starting on Friday.

There are some 35 fireworks factories and double that
number of towns and villages where these displays are part of
the traditional celebrations of patron saints. In between
these celebrations there occur unfortunately also periods of
mourning. This is related to the accidental death of pyro-
technicians whose life is cut short by unexpected explosion
mishaps during the course of the preparatory work.

Still fireworks production in Malta is an all year round
occupation for enthusiasts which will fascinates thousands of
people both Maltese as well as foreign.



4 days in Malta during the Fireworks Festival

Day 1 | Thursday – Arrival in Malta and Check-in.

Visit of Mdina by Night, aperitif on the bastions and Dinner in the Old Capital 
City

Day 2 | Friday – Transfer to the sister island of Gozo by Ferry or by Speedboat. 
Full day visit of Gozo by 4 x 4 or by Tuk Tuk  - A Fun and different way to see 

the treasures of the island.

Dinner in St. Julians

Day 3 | Saturday – Visit of the old area of the Three Cities, where the Knights 
first settled, by Golf Buggy! Coffee break at one of the traditional bars and 

lunch in Vittoriosa.

Visit of Valletta by night and Dinner in the Capital City with a view of the 
spectacular Fireworks Show.

Day 4 | Sunday – Check-out and transfer to Marsaxlokk.
Experience the fish market on Sunday which sells so much more than just Fish!

Lunch In Marsaxlokk and transfer to the airport.





The Grand Finale in The Grand Harbour
Valletta Malta’s Capital City…

After the Great Siege of 1565, the Knights set about an ambitious project, the building of Valletta, the so-called 'city built by
gentlemen for gentlemen'. Pope Pius IV sent his foremost engineer, Francesco Laparelli, to build the city both as a fortress to defend
Christendom and as a cultural masterpiece. A unique example of the Baroque, Valletta has been designated a World Heritage City.

In its day, Valletta was a fine example of modern city planning. Designed on a grid system, now common in the United States, the city
was carefully planned to accommodate water and sanitation and to allow for the circulation of air. Most towns and cities evolved over
centuries, but Valletta, in contrast, was one of the first European cities to be constructed on an entirely new site.
Francesco Laparelli left the completion of Valletta to his assistant, the Maltese, Gerolamo Cassar, who had studied in Rome. Cassar's
masterpiece is the Co-Cathedral of St. John.



The Grand Harbour
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The St. John’s Co. Cathedral



Valletta Streets
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CONTACT DETAILS: 
Office 4 , Leopardi Building,

Tal-Balal Road, San Gwann, SGN 9016
Malta 

Email : 
edward@maltauncut.com;

lisa@maltauncut.com

General Email : info@maltauncut.com

Tel: +356 21 322024

Mob Edward: +356 7982 7614

Mob Lisa: +356 9905 7764

www.maltauncut.com


